George, a boy of eleven, of Lithuanian parentage, was suffering from an affliction common to school children, particularly to those children whom Providence, or whatever else you may call it, has not picked out to do the mental work of the world. George was suffering from mathematics. The social worker who brought George to the clinic reported that he was doing excellent work in everything except arithmetic, in spite of the fact that he refused to follow school schedule when it pleased him to do otherwise. George is the second of three children. He walked at eighteen months of age and talked at three years. George's trouble seems to be in the field of motivation. From his lack of confidence, which displays itself in spite of his initiative, and from his periods of mental confusion it would seem to me that his trouble is of a hysterical nature. George did learn to do with reasonable efficiency such rote performances as are involved in the various operations with fractions; he can do simple problems involving the application of addition, multiplication. He learned, also, to divide but could not apply it. Whether or not George's apparent high standing in some of his subjects is warranted, I do not know. I doubt that he will ever acquire and be able to use more mathematics than is necessary for ordinary use in everyday life.
